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Introduction 
For practical reasons, this Annual Report covers both 2023 and 2024. These two years 
offered extraordinary opportunities to share the st ory of the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress with 
audiences across the globe. Together with many part ners, we brought the Dress to new 
stages, sparked meaningful conversations, and expanded our artistic legacy. 
 
The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress continues to embody a powerful message on Human Rights 
and the ongoing struggle for equality. Wherever it travels, it inspires, confronts, and 
connects. 
In this report we present a concise overview of the  past two years. For background on the 
origins and organization of the Amsterdam Rainbow D ress and the Amsterdam Rainbow 
Dress Foundation, we kindly refer to our earlier An nual Reports (2016Ð2018, 2019, 2020, 
2021, and 2022). 
 

Highlights 2023Ð2024 
 

¥! Global visibility: The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress was presented on five continents, 
with landmark appearances at WorldPride Sydney 2023, EuroPride Malta 2023, and 
multiple Pride festivals across Europe and North America. 

¥! Iconic locations: New Art Photography was created at globally recog nized sites such 
as the Lincoln Memorial (Washington, D.C.), Grand Central Station (New York), Old 
Bailey Courthouse (London), Oscar Wilde Memorial (Dublin), and the Parliament of 
British Columbia, Victoria (Canada) 

¥! Human Rights impact: The Dress was the central visual of the Sydney WorldPride 
Human Rights Conference, and was presented at the Council of Europe in 
Strasbourg during IDAHOBIT 2024, visited by 30 Euro pean ministers. 

¥! Strengthened partnerships: Collaborations with the Dutch Ministry of Foreign  
Affairs and Embassies intensified, leading to presentations in cities such as 
Paramaribo, Manila, Budapest, and Santiago de Chile. 

¥! Community empowerment: Local LGBTQI+ communities were actively engaged Ñ  
from the Pride Hub in Dublin, to student-led events  in Amsterdam, to powerful 
collaborations with activists and performers like V ice Ganda in the Philippines. 

¥! Expanding art por tfolio: Over 20 new Art Photographs were added in 2023Ð2024, 
reinforcing the Dress not only as an artwork but al so as a global symbol for dignity, 
diversity, and equality. 

¥! Symbol ic milestones: In March 2023, the Singapore flag was removed fro m the 
Dress after decriminalization of same-sex relations, replaced by a rainbow flag Ñ 
marking a visible sign of progress. 

¥! Cultural recognition: The Dress was featured at leading institutions such as the 
Drents Museum (Assen) and the Institut NŽerlandais (Paris) and connected with major 
global events including the 2024 Olympic Games in Paris and KingÕs Day 
celebrations in Hungary. 

¥! Global media spotlight: The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress was featured in National 
GeographicÕs acclaimed film Pride from Above, which includes spectacular drone 
footage from our presentations in Mozambique and Au stralia Ñ a production that 
continues to reach worldwide audiences on National Geographic. 



Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation - Annual Report 2023 and 2024  3 

 
On 17 March 2023, the Singapore flag was removed fr om the dress and replaced with a rainbow flag. The original flag was 
transferred to the Oogachaga LGBTQ+organization in Singapore. 
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The Objectives of the Foundation 
 
The foundation was established on May 11, 2017. 
 
The statutory objectives of the foundation 
1. ÒThe objective of the foundation is: 

1.!to generate attention for the position of Lesbians,  Homosexuals, Bisexuals, 
and Transgenders (hereinafter: ÒLGBTI+ people1Ó) through (international) presentations 
of the artwork the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress in count ries where LGBTI+ people are 
prohibited by law; to improve the position of LGBT+  people; and to combat 
discrimination, with public presentations of the Am sterdam Rainbow Dress in 
Amsterdam organized in collaboration with COC Amste rdam; 
 
2.!to generate attention for the position of LGBTI+ re fugees in the places where the 
Amsterdam Rainbow Dress is presented; 

 
3.!to present, maintain, update, and archive the use o f the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
that is presented to the Amsterdam Museum / Municip ality of Amsterdam by COC 
Amsterdam and artists / designers Arnout van Krimpe n, Jochem Kaan, Oeri van 
Woezik, and Mattijs van Bergen Ð in collaboration with the Amsterdam Museum; 

 
4.!and everything that belongs to it, is related to it  or can be beneficial to it, in the 
broadest sense. 

 
2. The foundation explicitly does not aim to make a  profit. 
 
3. The following is excluded from the goal: making payments to those who are part of the 
bodies of the foundation. 
 
4. The objectives must be implemented in such a way  that the foundation complies with the 
laws and regulations with regard to public benefit organizations within the meaning of the 
General Government Tax Act or a scheme that has taken its place.Ó 
 
!  

!
1 ARDF follows the abbreviation of ILGA Europe in thi s report and means inclusion of all. 
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Presentations 2023 
The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress in 2023 Ð A Year of Global Journeys 
 
The year 2023 marked an extraordinary journey for the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress, bringing 
its message of human rights and LGBTQI+ visibility to audiences across the globe. 
 
The year began with WorldPride 2023 in Sydney, Australia (21 February Ð 3 March). Under 
the theme Gather, Dream, Amplify , the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress was presented for 
several days at the Carriageworks exhibition and served as the main visual for the 
WorldPride Human Rights Conference. A press shoot had already taken place in September 
2022 at the Sydney Opera House, images of which were widely used in international 
publicity and as a logo for the conference.  

 
Human Rights Conference Sydney WorldPride 2023 
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The Dutch Ambassador to New Zealand hosted a recept ion, while AdyenÕs Sydney office 
organized both a live exhibition and an online even t with the Dress. 

 
Preparations for the online event at Adyen with the  dress. 

 
In May 2023, the Dress travelled to the United Stat es. In Washington, D.C. (14Ð16 May), a 
panel discussion was held at the official residence of the Dutch Ambassador, in 
collaboration with Capital Pride Alliance.  
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Local media, including Fox Washington News, reporte d on the event.  

 
 
Art Photography sessions were staged at both the Li ncoln Memorial and the US Capitol, 
creating a series of powerful images that connected  the Dress to the symbols of American 
democracy and freedom. 

 
Arnout van Krimpen, Ambassador AndrŽ Haspels and Paul Disbergen at the photoshoot in front of the Linc oln Memorial, 
Washington May 2023 
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On 17 May 2023 Ñ IDAHOT Day Ñ in New York City, the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress was 
presented during an event at Deutsche Bank USA.  

 
 
A panel discussion contextualized the DressÕs message, while Art Photography was carried 
out at Grand Central Station and on the rooftop of the Deutsche Bank office overlooking 
Central Park and the Manhattan skyline. 
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From 5Ð9 June 2023, the Dress was exhibited in the central hall of the  Amsterdam 
University of Applied Sciences (HvA). A dedicated event on 8 June featured speeches from 
students, HvA Pride, the university board, and ARDF, underlining the importance of visibility 
and inclusion within education. 

 
The ARD in the hall of the Hogeschool van Amsterdam  (Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences). 
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On 20 June 2023, the Dress travelled to the United Kingdom  for the first time. At the 
National Glass Centre in Sunderland, it was exhibited at the invitation of the University of 
Sunderland. A live interview with Arnout van Krimpe n on ITV highlighted the position of 
asylum seekers in the UK. 
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From 21Ð24 June 2023, the Dress was at Dublin Pride in Ireland, where it was presented at 
the Pride Hub, on the main stage, and at an exhibit ion in the European Parliament office. 
The Dutch Ambassador hosted a lunch for the diploma tic community. An iconic Art 
Photograph was created at the Oscar Wilde Memorial Ñ a symbolic location connected to 
the criminalization of homosexuality in Ireland. Th e event received broad coverage on Irish 
television and in newspapers. 
 

  
Speaking to the crowd Dublin Pride and at the exhib ition with Ambassador Adriaan Palm. 

 

 
Ireland Morning tv show 
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On 25 June 2023, the Dress returned to London  for a symbolic photoshoot inside the Old 
Bailey Criminal Court, where Oscar Wilde had been sentenced in 1895.  

 
Here, the Dress was worn by Victor Madrigal-Borloz, UN Independent Expert on Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity. These images later  became central to his farewell in 
Geneva at the end of the year. 
 
In August 2023, the Dress travelled to Vancouver, Canada (1Ð5 August), invited by 
Vancouver Pride and the Consulate of the Netherland s. It was exhibited in the Pride Festival 
Village, featured in a panel discussion, and celebrated during a reception at the Art Gallery 
of Greater Vancouver.  

   
Panel discussion with Jaylene Tyme and Arnout van Krimpen   The ARD at Vancouver Pride Festival Village. 
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Art Photography sessions with photographer Jamie Ma nn added five striking new works, 
staged at the Vancouver Art Gallery, the Parliament of British Columbia in Victoria, and 
Jericho Beach. 

 
Preparations for the Art Photography shoots. 
 

On 13 August 2023, the Dress was featured at the Sziget Festival in Budapest, Hungary, 
one of EuropeÕs largest music festivals. It was exhibited at the festival, included in a panel 
discussion, and photographed in front of the Hungar ian Parliament together with local 
activists and Humenmagazin, highlighting the challe nges for the LGBTQI+ community in 
Hungary. 

 
Participants of the Sziget festival panel on LGBYQI+ rights and ambassador of the Netherlands to Hunga ry, Desiree Bonis 
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From 7Ð17 September 2023, the Dress was present at EuroPride 2023 in Valletta, Malta. 
Together with EuroPride, Malta Pride, and the Dutch  Embassy, a full program unfolded: 
press presentations, panel and community discussions, a Human Rights Dinner, and an 
exhibition.  
 

  
 
The Dutch Ambassador Djoeke Adimi hosted a receptio n, while Maltese media extensively 
reported on the visit. 
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Finally, the year concluded in December 2023 in  Geneva, Switzerland (4Ð5 December). At 
the United Nations, the Dress was part of the farew ell of Victor Madrigal-Borloz. The 
photographs taken earlier in LondonÕs Old Bailey Ñ him wearing the Dress Ñ were 
exhibited at a reception attended by representative s of numerous UN member states. This 
event coincided with the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, linking the Dress directly to the global struggle for equality 
and dignity. 

 
 
2023 Conclusion 
Throughout 2023, the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress was presented in eight countries, at world 
events, in iconic locations, and through powerful A rt Photography. Each appearance not 
only amplified its artistic presence but also stren gthened its symbolic role as a global call for 
equality, diversity, and human rights. 
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Presentations 2024 
The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress in 2024 Ð Another  Year of Global Journeys 
 
In 2024, the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress once again travelled the world, carrying its powerful 
message of LGBTQIA+ visibility, dignity, and human rights to audiences across continents. 
From quiet museum halls to bustling city squares, f rom diplomatic receptions to lively 
festivals, the Dress stood as a living canvas Ð a reminder that every flag, every colour, and 
every story matters. 
 
The year began close to home. From March 4 to 10, t he Dress was exhibited at the Drents 
Museum in Assen. On March 5, photographer Helene Haitema captured striking new 
portraits with model Ash Kay, draping the Dress in the museumÕs serene surroundings. The 
week concluded with a warm gathering of LGBTQIA+ re fugees, the Rainbow Ambassador of 
Drenthe, and local allies Ð a heartfelt evening filled with stories, laughter, and solidarity. 
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From there, the journey took a diplomatic turn. On April 29 2024, the Dress stood proudly 
at the KingÕs Day recept ion in Budapest, Hungary, hosted by the Dutch Embassy at the 
grand Corinthia Hotel. Hundreds of guests filled th e ballroom, including the full diplomatic 
corps.  

!  
Ambassador Desiree Bonis welcoming guests 

 
The Dutch Ambassador spoke with conviction about th e DressÕs message, drawing a direct 
line between its vibrant colours and the universal values of equality and acceptance. 
 
May became a month of extraordinary visibility. Fro m May 13 to 15 2024, in Paris, the Dress 
was invited by the Dutch Embassy for a series of photoshoots and a short exhibition at the 
Institu t NŽerlandais. Photographer Ludovic Baron and model Lou•z Ð Miss Trans France 
2021 Ð brought the Dress to life in front of the Po nt des Arts, the H™tel de Ville, and the 
D™me des Invalides.  
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Pont des Arts, Paris 
 

Paris offered the Dress both romance and resonance, and the resulting photographs later lit 
up the Pride House during the 2024 Olympic Games, where Dutch Olympic and 
Paralympic athletes joined the conversation on dive rsity and inclusion. 
 
The Paris trip flowed straight into Strasbourg from May 15 to 17, at the invitation of the 
Dutch Permanent Representation to the Council of Europe , led by Ambassador Tanja 
Gongrijp. Model Noxima Marley and the renowned Atel ier Gilbert captured the Dress 
against StrasbourgÕs graceful skyline. On May 17 Ð IDAHOBIT Ð the Dress took pride of 
place inside the Council of Europe, where approxima tely 30 European ministers paused to 
reflect on its meaning.  
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Later, at a community gathering at the AmbassadorÕs residence, discussions turned personal 
and powerful, proving yet again that the Dress can open conversations where politics and 
lived experience meet. The photographs from Strasbo urg continued to be used throughout 
the year in events highlighting democracy and human  rights. 

 
Fltr Ambassador Gongrijp, Minister of Foreign Affai rs Hanke Bruin Slot, ARDF director Arnout van Krimpen 
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In June, the Dress found itself in the tropics Ð from J une 20 to 27, it was in the Philippines, 
where its arrival became a national talking point. At Quezon City Memorial Circle, in the 
heart of Pride Week, superstar entertainer Vice Ganda wore the Dress for a photoshoot by 
Cenon and Mav.  

   
pre photoshoot fitting with Vice Ganda and her team  
 

The collaboration lit up social media and front pag es alike.  

 
Beyond the glamour, the Dress was exhibited at Prid e events and for two days at Trinoma 
Mall, bringing its message to thousands. Television  interviews, newspaper articles, and 
street-level excitement made this one of the most v isible appearances of the year. 
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Opening ceremony of the Trinoma mall exhibit 
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In July, the Dress returned to Hungary Ð this time to Debrecen Ð for the Campus Festival 
on July 27 and 28. Displayed in the NGO section, it became a bright landmark among the 
festival crowds, supported by the Dutch EmbassyÕs steadfast advocacy for LGBTQIA+ rights 
in the region.  

 
 
October took the Dress to Paramaribo,  Suriname, from October 15 to 19, where it stood 
before the Presidential Palace, at Fort Zeelandia, and in the lush setting of the former 
Frederiksdorp plantation.  

 
Photographer Helio Phoeli worked with local models Vergey Miles and DJ Jemaya, both strong voices in t he Surinamese 
LGBTQIA+ community.  
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Media appearances on radio, television, and in the countryÕs largest newspaper, De Ware 
Tijd, amplified the visit, while a reception hosted by the Dutch Ambassador gathered 
community members, diplomats, and allies under one roof. 

 
Presentation in the garden of the Netherlands Embas sy in Paramaribo 
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December brought a double finale. From December 8 to 11, the Dress travelled to 
Santiago, Chile, at the invitation of the Dutch Embassy.  

 
 

 
Here, it was photographed at La Moneda Presidential  Palace, Cerro Santa Luc’a, and the 
Museo de la Memoria y los Derechos Humanos by photo grapher Rodrigo of Rod 
Photography Studio, with models Ariel Cordero and S imon de la Costa lending presence 
and poise.  
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On December 10 2024 Ð International Human Rights Day Ð the AmbassadorÕs residence 
hosted an evening of presentations, panel discussions, and a lively reception attended by 
invited guests, the press, and the local LGBTQIA+ community. The Dress, surrounded by 
conversation and camaraderie, became both symbol an d meeting point.  
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Just three days later, on December 16 2024, the Dress was presented live for the first time 
in Berlin, at the opening reception of the Equal Rights Coalition, hosted by the Dutch 
Embassy. Representatives from all member countries gathered, the Dress standing tall as a 
shared statement of purpose. This event also unveiled Ð for the first time in Berlin Ð the 
photographs taken during a pandemic-era collaborati on with the embassy in 2021, finally 
allowing the images to be celebrated in the city wh ere they were created. 

 

  
 
2024 Conclusion  
From Assen to Santiago, Manila to Berlin, 2024 was a year in which the Amsterdam Rainbow 
Dress travelled further, connected deeper, and shon e brighter than ever. Each stop added 
another stitch to its story Ð a story woven from courage, visibility, and the unshakable belief 
that love and equality know no borders. 

 
 
 

!  
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Art Photography  
 
The ongoing Art Photography project continued to fl ourish in 2023 and 2024, with striking 
new shoots in Washington, D.C., Manila, and many ot her iconic locations worldwide. Each 
photoshoot transforms the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress into a living artwork Ñ powerful, 
poetic, and deeply connected to the local context. 
 
The growing collection now counts dozens of unique photographs, each capturing a 
moment where art, activism, and community meet. The se images are not only artworks in 
their own right but also serve as strong visuals for exhibitions, publications, and global 
media coverage. 
 
By working with local photographers, models, and LG BTQI+ communities, every 
photoshoot becomes a collaboration that reflects th e diversity, strength, and creativity of 
the places the Dress visits. The result is a vibrant, ever-expanding archive that keeps the 
story of the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress alive and visible across the world. 
 

2023 
 
Sydney, Australia 

 
Sydney, Australia at the iconic Sydney Opera House Main Hall. Image!  Daniel Doud, model Suy Wong & ! Amsterdam 
Rainbow Dress Foundation 2023 
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Washington, DC, USA 

 
Washington, DC, USA in front of Lincoln Memorial. I mage © Stephen Voss, model Makia Green & © Amsterda m Rainbow 
Dress Foundation 2023 
 

 
Washington, DC, USA in front of Lincoln Memorial. I mage © Stephen Voss, model Makia Green & © Amsterda m Rainbow 
Dress Foundation 2023 
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Washington, DC, USA in front of Lincoln Memorial © Image Stephen Voss, model Vagenesis & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 

 

 
Washington, DC, USA in front of Lincoln Memorial © Image Stephen Voss, model Vagenesis & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 
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Washington, DC, USA in front of Lincoln Memorial. I mage © Stephen Voss, model Vagenesis & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 
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New York, NY, USA 

 
New York, NY, USA, Grand Central Station © image Cantal Heijnen, model Holly box-Springs & © Amsterdam  Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 

 
New York, NY, USA, Grand Central Station © image Cantal Heijnen Ð model Daria D. Harris & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 
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New York, NY, USA © image Cantal Heijnen, model Daria Lee and the skyline of NYC & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 
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New York, NY, USA © image Cantal Heijnen, model Daria D. Harris and the skyline of NYC & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 
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Dublin, Ireland 

 
Dublin, Ireland in front of Oscar Wilde memorial, t he Irish icon who was convicted because of his homosexuality.  
© Image Hazel Coonagh, model Rebecca Tallon de Haviland & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2023.  
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Vancouver, Canada 

 
Vancouver, Canada, Art Gallery © Image Jamie Mann, model Jaylene Tyme & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2023 
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Victoria, Canada, Parliament of British Colombia © Image Jamie Mann, model Kendall Gender & © Amsterda m Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 
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Vancouver, Canada, Jericho Beach © Image Jamie Mann, model Joseph Huang & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 
2023 
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Vancouver, Canada, Jericho Beach © Image Jamie Mann, model Joseph Huang & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 
2023 

 

 
Vancouver, Canada, Art Gallery © Image Jamie Mann, model Jaylene Tyme Canada & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 
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Valletta, Malta 

 
Valletta, Malta, in front of the Presidential Palace. Image © Lindsey Nicole Bahia, model Michela Buhagiar & © Amsterdam 
Rainbow Dress Foundation 2023 

 
Valletta, Malta, stairs of the Maltese Parliament. Image © Lindsey Nicole Bahia, model Michela Buhagia r & © Amsterdam 
Rainbow Dress Foundation 2023 
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Valletta, Malta, stairs of the Maltese Parliament. Image © Lindsey Nicole Bahia, model Michela Buhagia r & © Amsterdam 
Rainbow Dress Foundation 2023 
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London, UK and United Nations at Geneva, Switzerland 

 
London, UK, Old Bailey Courthouse © Image Tim Walke r, model Victor Madrigal Ð Borloz & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 

 
On the 10th of December 2023 the world celebrated t he 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR). Article 1 of that declaration states; All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. With the 
Amsterdam Rainbow Dress we make visible where we stand with the dignity and rights for LGBTIQ+ people worldwide. In 
Geneva we unveiled these amazing new images of the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress. The ARD is modeled by Victor Madrigal-
Borloz to mark the end of his mandate as the United  Nations Independent Expert on Sexual Orientation a nd Gender Identity. 
The ARD was photographed in the Old Bailey courthou se in London where in 1895 Oscar Wilde was sentenced to 2 years 
imprisonment because of his homosexuality. The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress tells the story of criminalization and 
decriminalization of LGBTIQ+ people. Even today in 67 countries the LGBTIQ+ community is criminalized.   
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London, UK, Old Bailey Courthouse © Image Tim Walke r, model Victor Madrigal Ð Borloz & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2023 

 



Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation - Annual Report 2023 and 2024  44 

2024 
 
Assen, The Netherlands 

 
Assen, The Netherlands, Drents Museum @ Image Heleen Haijtema, model Ashkay Shah & !  Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2024 

 
Budapest, Hungary 

 
Budapest, Hungary, Parliament Building © Image Mark  Lorincz, model Jennifer Szomjas & © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2024 
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Budapest, Hungary, Parliament Building © Image Mark  Lorincz, model Jennifer Szomjas Ð © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2024 

 
Paris, France 

 
Paris, France, Hotel de la Ville !  Image Ludovic Baron, model ?? in front of Hotel de  Ville, Paris & !  Amsterdam Rainbow 
Dress Foundation 2024 
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Paris, France, Pont des Arts !  Image Ludovic Baron, model Lou•s & !  Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2024 
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Strasbourg 

   
Strasbourg, France, Old town.        Strasbourg, France, Council of Europe.  
Image!  Atelier Gilbert, model Noxima Marey & !  Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2024 

  
Strasbourg, France, Cathedral.       Strasbourg, France, University.  
Image !  Atelier Gilbert, model Noxima Marey & !  Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2024 
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Manilla 

 
Manilla, Philippines, Querzon City Memorial Circle.  Image !  Cenonat Mav, model Vice Ganda & Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2024 
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Suriname 

 
Paramaribo, Suriname, Fort Zeelandia Image !  Helio Phoeli Ð model Vergey, the Princess Miles & !  Amsterdam Rainbow 
Dress Foundation 2024 

 

 
Paramaribo, Suriname, Fort Zeelandia Image !  Helio Phoeli, model Vergey, the Princess Miles & !  Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2024 
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Former plantation Frederiksdorp, Suriname. Image !  Helio Phoeli, model DJ JEmaya & !  Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2024 

 
Chili 

 
Santiago, Chile, Cerro Santa Lucia Image !  Rod Photography, model Ariel Corerdom & !  Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2024 
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Santiago, Chile, Cerro Santa Lucia Image !  Rod Photography, model Ariel Corerdom & !  Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 
Foundation 2024  

 
Santiago, Chile, Palacio de La Moneda Image Image !  Rod Photography, model Ariel Corerdom & !  Amsterdam Rainbow 
Dress Foundation 2024 
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Santiago, Chile. In front of the Museum of Human Rights. Image !  Rod Photography, model Simon de la Costa & !  
Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2024 

 
 

 
!  
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Board, team, and partners 
 
The Board 
The Board held 4 board meetings in 2023 and 2 in 20 24. Sometimes via Zoom, sometimes 
in person. In between the meetings, the board kept in regular contact via mail and phone. 
The topics that were discussed during the meetings were: the consequences of the Covid 
pandemic for the scheduled activities and presentat ions and risk management, budget, 
fundraising, work organization, team, and communica tion.  
The Board members are:  

¥! Arthur van Schendel, chairman, appointed in May 201 7, re-appointed 09/2021 
¥! Na•ma Bouchtaoui, secretary, appointed in October 2 018, re-appointed 01/2023 
¥! Geert-Jaap Welsing, treasurer, appointed in Septemb er 2019, re-appointed 09/2023 
¥! Krit Zeegers, board member, appointed in September 2019, re-appointed 09/2023 
¥! Diederik Luijt, appointed June 2023 

Board members do not receive any remuneration. 
 
The work organization 
During 2023 and 2024, the work organization consist ed of Arnout van Krimpen assisted by 
Thomas van Dun and Paul Disbergen. The work organization focused primarily on realizing 
presentations, photo shoots, and fundraising. The w ork organization receives a very modest 
remuneration based on hours worked. 
Serious time and attention was given to the mainten ance of the dress. 
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Drying the dress on stage at Theater de Meervaart i n Amsterdam. 

 
ANBI status 
The foundation is recognized by the Tax Authorities  as an ANBI entity (Algemeen Nut 
Beogende Instelling or Public Benefit Organization) . Donations to the foundation are, 
therefore, tax deductible.  
 
Partners 
Since the foundation was set up, there has been close collaboration with the Amsterdam 
Museum, COC Amsterdam, the Municipality of Amsterda m, and especially the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. This successful collaboration was continued in 2023 and 2024. We are 
grateful for this continuing support of the Ministr y of Foreign Affairs and the active role of 
the Embassies of the Netherlands. 
 
 
!  
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Financial Statements 2023 and 2024 
 
During the reporting period all our missions and ac tivities were self-funding, each resulting 
in a small positive balance. The vast majority of our financing comes from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, most often via Dutch embassies. These embassies draw 
either on their public diplomacy budgets or, where applicable, on the Human Rights Fund, 
depending on the human rights situation in the coun try concerned. In some cases, a 
combination of both sources is used. 
 
In most instances, the financial settlement takes place directly between the Amsterdam 
Rainbow Dress Foundation and the relevant embassy. In other cases, the embassy transfers 
its budget to a local LGBTIQ+ organization, which t hen takes the lead in organizing and also 
handles the financial settlement with us. 
 
In addition to this structural diplomatic support, we also received a private donation in 
2024. While no subsidies were obtained during this period, there were several 
valuable collaborations with companies Ð often recurring partners. These companies host 
the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress on their premises for a certain period and make a financial 
contribution to our foundation in return. 

Together, these diverse sources of funding form the  basis of our financial household and 
safeguard the continuity of our activities. The fig ures presented in this annual report were 
prepared by our treasurer Geert Jaap Welsing. 
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Financial Statement 2023 
For the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, the 2023 financial year ended with a light 
positive result. As a Foundation we have no profit motive. Our financial goal is to be able to 
facilitate our activities for many years. This goal was achieved again in 2023. 

 
We were able to conclude various individual activit ies with a positive result. We used the 
money acquired from these activities to finance an extra one, namely a visit to the United 
Nations in Geneva. All costs not directly related t o an activity could be kept under control.  
 
For the first time in our history, it made sense to  put money in a savings account, which 
earned a small interest. In addition, we received a  number of generous donations that were 
collected for us on the occasion of a birthday. We are very grateful to all donors. 

 
We are financially in a good condition. This policy  will likely make it possible to finance 
activities that match our objectives in the coming years. 

 
Balance Sheet 2023 in !  

Assets 31-12-
2021 

31-12-
2022 

31-12-
2023 

Liabilities 31-12-
2021 

31-12-
2022 

31-12-
2023 

Debts 
 
 
 
Other 
Receivables 
 
 
Liquid Assets 
 

292 
 
 
 

0 
 
 
 

30,864 

3000 
 
 
 

0 
 
 
 

15,679 

835 
 
 
 

0 
 
 
 

16,807 

Equity: 
General 
Reserve 

 
Destination 

Reserve: 
Documentary 

 
Other debts 
and accruals 

6,989 
 
 
 

12,000 
 
 
 

12,167 

6,222 
 
 
 

11,457 
 
 
 

1,000 

6,185 
 
 
 

11,457 
 
 
 

0 

Total 31,156 18,679 17,642  31,156 18,679 17,642 

 
Statement of Income and Expenses 2023 in !  

Expenses 
 

2021 2022 2023 Income 2021 2022 2023 

Missions and 
Activities: 
Direct expenses 
Other activity 
costs 
 
Conversation 
artwork 
Organizational 
costs 
Communication 
costs 
Bank charges 
 

 
 

26,893 
2,500 

 
 

62 
 

96 
 

1,204 
 

396 

 
 

57,619 
3,250 

 
 

641 
 

311 
 

1,339 
 

496 

 
 

43,857 
4,255 

 
 

200 
 

226 
 

1,726 
 

482 

Missions 
and 

Activities: 
Subsidies/ 

Direct 
Income 

 
Other 

income/ 
donations 

 
Interest 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

29,029 
 
 
 

292 
 

0 

 
 
 
 
 

62,889 
 
 
 

-250 
 

0 

 
 
 
 
 

49,744 
 
 
 

2,935 
 

30 

Total 31,151 63,656 50,746  29,321 62,639 52,709 
 -1,830 -1,017 1,963     
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Financial Statement 2024 
For the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, the 2024 financial year ended with a 
positive result. As a Foundation we have no profit motive. Our financial goal is to be able to 
facilitate our activities for many years. This goal was achieved again in 2024. 
 
All missions and activities were self-funding, generating a small profit. The savings account 
generated a modest interest rate. This profit and i nterest were used to cover increased 
indirect costs. One ally from New York wanted to pa y in advance for an activity in 2025. This 
covered the remainder of our 2024 costs; without th is amount, we wouldn't have been able 
to close the year on a positive note. In 2025, we w ill need to develop slightly more 
commercial activities and also reassess our indirect costs to remain financially sound and 
responsible. Nevertheless, for years we have demonstrated that we are achieving our 
foundation's goals by managing our funds effectivel y. 
 
Balance Sheet 2024 in !  

Assets 31-12-
2022 

31-12-
2023 

31-12-
2024 

Liabilities 31-12-
2022 

31-12-
2023 

31-12-
2024 

Debts 
 
 
 
Other 
Receivables 
 
 
Liquid Assets 
 

3000 
 
 
 

0 
 
 
 

15,679 

835 
 
 
 

0 
 
 
 

16,807 

3550 
 
 
 

0 
 
 
 

17,537 

Equity: 
General 
Reserve 

 
Destination 

Reserve: 
Documentary 

 
Other debts 
and accruals 

 
Destination 

Reserve: 
New York Ô25 

6,222 
 
 
 

11,457 
 
 
 

1,000 

6,185 
 
 
 

11,457 
 
 
 

0 

3,485 
 
 
 

10,852 
 
 
 

500 
 
 

6,250 

Total 18,679 17,642 21,087  18,679 17,642 21,087 

 
Statement of Income and Expenses 2024 in !  

Expenses 
 

2022 2023 2024 Income 2022 2023 2024 

Missions and 
Activities: 
Direct expenses 
Other activity 
costs 
 
Conversation 
artwork 
Organizational 
costs 
Communication 
costs 
Bank charges 
 

 
 

57,619 
3,250 

 
 

641 
 

311 
 

1,339 
 

496 

 
 

43,857 
4,255 

 
 

200 
 

226 
 

1,726 
 

482 

 
 

37,461 
2,985 

 
 

470 
 

720 
 

1,812 
 

485 
 

Missions 
and 

Activities: 
Subsidies/ 

Direct 
Income 

 
Other 

income/ 
donations 

 
Interest 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

62,889 
 
 
 

-250 
 

0 

 
 
 
 
 

49,744 
 
 
 

2,935 
 

30 

 
 
 
 
 

40,508 
 
 
 

6,250 
 

120 

Total 63,656 50,746 43,933  62,639 52,709 46,878 

 -1,017 1,963 2,945     
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In conclusion 
 
The board thanks the four creatives, the Amsterdam Museum, COC Amsterdam, and their 
staff, and the ARDF staff for their efforts to keep  the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress alive. The 
board also wants to thank the grant providers, spon sors, private donors, and other partners 
for their generous contributions and for making the  international presentations possible.  
 
The Covid crisis and the many wars is different parts of the world have negatively impacted 
on the position of LGBTI+ people around the world. On an almost daily basis, the 
Foundation receives reports about the difficulties LGBTI + people and communities are 
facing worldwide.  
 
In many countries, the position of LGBTQI people is  deteriorating. Even in countries where 
it is not prohibited by law. This is particularly t rue for trans people. With a ferocity that has 
not been there for a long time, human rights are be ing eroded.  
 
Therefore, an urgent need remains to bring their pr ecarious position to the attention of a 
wider audience and to empower and support LGBTI+ re fugees. The Amsterdam Rainbow 
Dress Foundation intends to continue its activities  to raise awareness for this situation; the 
Foundation will, therefore, continue its activities  in the coming years. 
 
2026 marks the 10th anniversary of the creation of the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress. 
Preparations are being made to pay special attentio n to this anniversary during World Pride, 
which will be held in Amsterdam that year. 
 
July 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


