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Introduction 

 

The outlook for the year 2022 was very bleak because of the worldwide Covid crisis and the 

lockdowns at the end of 2021 and the start of 2022. But … 2022 turned out to be a very successful 

year for the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress. After a slow start international travel and gatherings of 

people became possible again and we were able to present the dress on 6 continents this year.  

The message of the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress about Human Rights continues to resonate and 

impress again and again. 

 

In this Annual Report, we report on this in a compact way. We would like to refer to the more in-

depth the Annual Reports of 2016-2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 for the origins and organization of the 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress and the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation.  

 

Highlights of 2022 that focused a lot of attention on our message. 

• The exhibition Maison Amsterdam made from the collection of the Amsterdam Museum and 

shown at De Nieuwe Kerk, presented the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress as eyecatcher and 

frequently used the Dress as the main image in its publicity. The exhibition attracted more 

than 65.000 visitors despite the lockdown period. 

• The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress traveled to 6 continents. 

• 15 new Art photos were added at spectacular sites. 

• The cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Netherlands Embassies 

became more intense and effective.  

• The presentation in three cities in Mozambique empowered the local LGBTQI+ community 

and was experienced as a first Pride. 
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The Objectives of the Foundation 
 

The foundation was established on May 11, 2017. 

 

The statutory objectives of the foundation 

1. “The objective of the foundation is: 

1. to generate attention for the position of Lesbians, Homosexuals, Bisexuals, and Transgenders 

(hereinafter: “LGBTI+ people1”) through (international) presentations of the artwork the 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress in countries where LGBTI+ people are prohibited by law; to improve 

the position of LGBT+ people; and to combat discrimination, with public presentations of the 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress in Amsterdam organized in collaboration with COC Amsterdam; 

 

2. to generate attention for the position of LGBTI+ refugees in the places where the 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress is presented; 

 

3. to present, maintain, update, and archive the use of the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress that is 

presented to the Amsterdam Museum / Municipality of Amsterdam by COC Amsterdam and 

artists / designers Arnout van Krimpen, Jochem Kaan, Oeri van Woezik, and Mattijs van Bergen 

– in collaboration with the Amsterdam Museum; 

 

4. and everything that belongs to it, is related to it or can be beneficial to it, in the 

broadest sense. 

 

2. The foundation explicitly does not aim to make a profit. 

 

3. The following is excluded from the goal: making payments to those who are part of the bodies of 

the foundation. 

 

4. The objectives must be implemented in such a way that the foundation complies with the laws 

and regulations with regard to public benefit organizations within the meaning of the General 

Government Tax Act or a scheme that has taken its place.” 

 

  

 
1 ARDF follows the abbreviation of ILGA Europe in this report and means inclusion of all. 



Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation - Annual Report 2022 

 4 

Activities 

 

In the past year, the COVID19 pandemic has had again a major impact on the activities of the 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation. At the start of the year nothing was possible but as the 

international health situation improved opportunities arose quickly. As a result, nothing could be 

planned, and impromptu presentations were organized throughout the year. As a result, many more 

presentations turned out to be possible than we had expected and hoped for at the beginning of the 

year. 

 

Presentations 2022 

• 18 September 2021 – 3 April 2022, Amsterdam, De Nieuwe Kerk / Amsterdam Museum: 

Fashion exhibition Maison Amsterdam.  

From September 2021 to April 2022, the ARD was part of the major fashion exhibition 

Maison Amsterdam in the Nieuwe Kerk in Amsterdam organized by our partner the 

Amsterdam Museum. The exhibition’s theme combined three main topics: the city, fashion 

and freedom. The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress turned out to be the centerpiece of the 

exhibition and attracted very much attention a.o. thru social media. Despite a lockdown from 

December to February, the exhibition, with the ARD as an eye-catcher, attracted 65,000 

visitors. 

 
 There was a lot of publicity surrounding the exhibition in which the ARD was often used as the main image. 
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• 12 -13 May 2022, Amsterdam, Canadian Culture and Trade Mission to Amsterdam at Eye 

Film Institute and Amsterdam Tower. 

At the request of the Canadian Embassy the ARD was presented to Canadian Culture and 

Trade Mission to the Netherlands. This was a follow up of the visit of the ARD to Canada in 

2021. About 500 participants attended the 2 talks by us. 

 

   
 

 

• 15 – 23 May 2022, Mozambique: Maputo, Beira and Nampula 

Organized by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the EU delegation and the Canadian 

High Commissioner in Mozambique. After South Africa our second presentation on the 

African continent. It turned out to be a unique event. 

 

The visit to Mozambique consisted of three presentations in three cities thru out the country. 

In each city the dress was presented with an introduction talk, round tables and a photo 

shoots. In Maputo the dress was also presented at a press conference. The Mayor of Beira 

attended a press moment and photo opportunity for the local press. 

 

The presentations gave the local community a sense of being seen for the first time and was 

also billed by some as the first Pride of Mozambique. The experiences and empowerment will 

certainly have a good impact on the local community. 
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Twitter announcement from the Dutch Embassy in Mozambique – Beira 

 

 
Working on the photoshoot in Maputo 

 



Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation - Annual Report 2022 

 7 

   
Roundtable in Maputo with                           Roundtable with the European Delegation 

Ambassador Henny de Vries                          in Maputo 

 

   
Courtesy visit of the Mayor of Beira                            Roundtable with Ambassador Henny de Vries, 

                                  and the head of the local LGBTQ+ organization 

 

 
The head of the Mozambique/Beira LGBTQI+ organization and the Mayor of Beira 
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• 30 May– 5 June 2022, Amsterdam, Clifford Chance Amsterdam office  

The ARDF works every year with a few commercial partners who work internationally and are 

also confronted in their work with Human Rights and the position of lgbtq+ people. Through 

the pink networks of these partners, opportunities arise to spread the message widely and 

pervasively to all employees through the internal channels, such as intranet.  

 

   
 

 

• 20 June Rotterdam, Photo shoot on the occasion of Rotterdam Pride and the pink roof at 

the New Institute opposite new Depot of Museum Boijmans van Beuningen 

On the occasion of Rotterdam Pride the opportunity arose to make spectacular photos from 

the roof of Het Nieuwe Instituut with the recently opened Depot of the Boijmans van 

Beuningen Museum. This is the first photoshoot outside Amsterdam in the Netherlands.

   

   
Photographer Harmen Meinsma a work with model Licka Lolly and crew.  

 

 

 



Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation - Annual Report 2022 

 9 

 

• 23 – 26 June, Poland, Warsaw, Warsaw & Kyiv Pride 

On Feb. 24, 2022, war broke out between Russia and Ukraine. The invitation to present the 

ARD 4 months later had a special meaning. Lgbtq+ and human rights are by no means 

uncontroversial in Poland, Ukraine, and Russia. That gave an extra charge to the 

presentations in Warsaw. This Pride became even more emotional because the day before 

Pride an attack in Oslo on a very popular gay club that left many people dead. 

The significance of the ARD at this time and in this setting was felt to be very essential.  

 

The ARD was presented next to the stage at the start of the Prides. Arnout van Krimpen was 

given the opportunity to address the crowd alongside Rafał Trzaskowski, the President of the 

Capital City of Warsaw, Helena Dalli, the EU Commissioner for Equality, and the ambassador 

of Norway. About 80.000 people participated in Warsaw / Kyiv Pride.  

 

This resulted in lots of publicity on tv and social media. Presentations of the dress were at the 

Palace of Culture and during a reception at the Dutch Embassy. Two photo shoots could take 

place outside the Palace of Culture. 

	

	 	
                       The ARD next to the stage at the start of the Pride March 

 

	
Thousands of demonstrators took part in Warsaw and Kiev Pride March in Poland, including Warsaw’s mayor Rafaf Trzaskowski 

and the European Commissioner for Equality Hanna Dalli, June 25th, 2022.  ©Photo by Joana Musial 
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The Pride Parade marched through the streets of Warsaw today. Along with the Polish 

LGBTI+ community, the parade was joined by Ukrainians. 46 ambassadors and 

representatives of other diplomatic missions expressed their support for the parade and the 

LGBTQI+ community in a special letter. Out of these, representatives of 20 embassies 

participated in this emotional march. 

 

The dress was also present at the closing reception op Warsaw / Kyiv Pride at the Palace of 

Culture.  

 

		 	
Presentation in the Palace of Culture                         Preparations for the photoshoot 

 

   
The ADRF team flanked by the Ambassador                       Arnout van Krimpen and ambassador  

of the Netherlands and the ambassador                    Daphne Bergsma speak at the reception at the    

of Austria                   Dutch Embassy in Warsaw. 

			

	
• 3 – 9 June Luxembourg, Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg Pride 

At the end of June 2021, we were in Luxembourg for three days at the invitation of the 

Luxembourg Pride organization to photograph the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress in preparation 

of Luxembourg Pride 2022 in July 2022. The photos were shot by Luxembourg photographer 

Pit Reding. 

 

The ARD was presented during Luxembourg Pride in Esch-sur-Alzette, which was also the 

European Capital of Culture at that time. During the shoots, Esch2022. Edsun (Luxembourg 

Queer artist. http://www.edsunmusic.com/ ) was the model. At the open air opening on the 

square of the pride week Edsun was singing while wearing the ARD. Presentations were held 

a.o. at the University. 

 

http://www.edsunmusic.com/
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 Publicity material for Luxembourg Pride  Radio interview 

  

   
Presentation at Luxembourg University                Photographer Pit Riding at work in 2021 

 

    
 

1    

The 4 Art photos at a.o. the Place de la Résistance and the Convention Center. @ image Pitt Reding– model Edsun – 

Berval, Luxembourg - ã Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, 2021  
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• 6 -12 september 2022, Argentina, Buenos Aires 

On the occasion of the annual Equal Rights Coalition conference, ARD traveled to Buenos 

Aires with Dutch Human Rights Ambassador Ms Badia Tahzib - Lie. The Netherlands has been 

very active in the Equal Rights Coalition since its inception.  

 

The photoshoots were done with the very famous Florencia de la V. As a result, the dress got 

a lot of publicity in all newspapers, sometimes as much as 4 pages, and a 15-minute 

broadcast on national TV. This also generated a lot of on-line attention. 

 

A press conference was held with Ms Tahzib,  Florencia de la V. and Arnout van Krimpen.The 

dress was presented at the municipal government with the alderman for diversity. The closing 

reception of the conference took place at the German embassy together with Mexico the 

new president of the ERC. There, too, Ms Tahzib gave a presentation to all the ERC 

members.  

 

    
 Entrance to the presentation of the ARD at Legislatura CABA 

     
Arnout van Krimpen, Florencia de la V and Bahia Tahzib     Dutch ambassador Annemieke Verrijp speaking about 

Lie at the German embassy residence      the ARD at Legislatura CABA 
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 Arnout van Krimpen speaking at the Press conference at the Four Seasons hotel BA 

 

   
Press conference refreshments Florencia de la V, Ambassador Bahia Tahzib Lie and the ARD    

team 

 

• 19 -25 September, Australia, Sydney  

In preparation for World Pride 2023 / Mardi Gras in February/ March 2023, the ARD travelled 

to Sydney to do a photo shoot and press conference. The photos were used as publicity 

shots and as a logo for the Human Right Conference. 
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 Press conference at the photo shoot opposite the Sydney Opera House. 

 

 
Arnout van Krimpen speaks to the Australian press at the press conference during the photo shoot. In the back  

the Sydney Opera House. 
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• 15 – 31 oktober, Taipei, Taiwan, Taiwan Pride  

The NL office at the European Economic and Trade Office in Taipei invited the ARD for a visit 

during Taipei Pride.  

Arnout van Krimpen participated in roundtables at the EU – Taiwan LGBTI Human Right 

Conference 2022: Intersex, Transgender & Protection of Lesbian and Gay Rights. 

 

The ARD was on display for 6 days at the city hall where daily presentations were given. The 

press conference generated a lot of publicity in sides and through radio, TV and socials.  

The foot shoots with photographer Hsiang Tsai and model Feifan yielded stunning Art 

Photography.  

 

It was a very complicated visit in preparation with the Covid measures. Fortunately, these 

were relaxed on the day of arrival.   

 

   
Press conference at Taipei City Hall 

 

    
Invitation to the exhibit at Taipei City Hall      Impressions of the Press Conference 
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Round table at the EU trade office in Taipei 

 

   
The opening of the EU – Taiwan LGBTI Human Right Conference 2022: Intersex, Transgender & Protection of 

Lesbian and Gay Rights 
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ARD team and EU round table participants at the ARD      Hall   Arnout van Krimpen gives an introduction 

in Taipei City                  to the ARD at the opening of Taipei Pride 

 

   
Live Taiwan tv in front of the ARD ARD team and EU round table participants at the ARD in 

Taipei City Hall                  

 

  
Photo shoot with Taipei 101 Tower  
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A warm greeting on board: “Dear Mr Disbergen and Groothuis van Krimpen, How nice to 

welcome you and the beautiful meaning-filled dress on board. This is what they say is a real 

Dress to Impress. Good luck with your mission. KLM crew KL0844 Taipei > Bangkok 31 

October 2022” 
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Art Photography 

The ongoing Art Photography project was expanded with photo opportunities in Mozambique, 

Rotterdam, Warsaw, Buenos Aires, Sydney and Taipei. The collection exists now of 48 photographs 

and is growing. These Art Photographs help to convey the message more strongly to a wider 

audience. They are a work of art in themselves and are also used for publicity. 

 

Mozambique, Beira 

 

 
@ Image Zito Macete & ARDF – model Tomazia Braz - @ Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2022 

 

The Netherlands, Rotterdam 

 

 
© image Harmen Meinsma & ARDF – model Licka Lolly @ roof of Het Nieuwe Instituut in front of Museum  

Boijmans van Beuningen Depot - © Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2022 



Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation - Annual Report 2022 

 21 

Poland, Warsaw 

 

	
© image Krystian Lipiec & ARDF – model Sylvia Chutnik – in front of the Palace of Culture, Warsaw - © Amsterdam Rainbow 

Dress Foundation 2022 



Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation - Annual Report 2022 

 22 

	
© image Krystian Lipiec & ARDF – model Janina Bak – in front of the Mermaid of Warsaw, Warsaw - © Amsterdam Rainbow 

Dress Foundation 2022 
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Argentina, Buenos Aires 

 

 
@image Natasha Ygel  & ARDF – model Florencia de la V– in front of Caminito - @Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2022 

 

 
@ image Natasha Ygel & ARDF – model Florencia de la V – in front of Facultad de Derecho - @ Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 

Foundation, 2022 
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@ image Natasha Ygel & ARDF – model Florencia de la V – in Teatro Colon - @ Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, 2022 
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Australia, Sydney in preparation of World Pride / Mardi Gras 2023 

 

 
@ image Cassandra Hannagan & ARDF – model Suzy Wong in front of the Sydney Opera House at the Botanical Gardens - @ 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, 2022 

 

	
@ image Daniel Baud & ARDF – Suzy Wong at the International Convention Center Sydney - @ Amsterdam Rainbow Dess 

Foundation, 2022  
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@ image Daniel Baud & ARDF – Suzy Wong at the International Convention Center Sydney - @ Amsterdam Rainbow Dess 

Foundation, 2022  

 

Taiwan, Taipei 

 

 
@ Image Hsiang Tsai & ARDF – model Feifain in front of Temple - @ Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, 2022 
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@ Image Hsiang Tsai & ARDF – model Feifain in front of National Palace Museum - @ Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, 

2022 

 

 
@ Image Hsiang Tsai & ARDF – model Feifain in front of Taipei 101 Tower - @ Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, 2022 
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@ Image Hsiang Tsai & ARDF – model Feifain in front of Taipei Performing Arts Centre - @ Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 

Foundation, 2022 
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@ Image Hsiang Tsai & ARDF – model Feifain in front of National Palace Museum - @ Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, 

2022 
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Board, team, and partners 

 

Board 

The Board held two board meetings in 2022 via Zoom. In between the meetings, the board kept in 

regular contact via mail and phone. The topics that were discussed during the meetings were: the 

consequences of the Covid pandemic for the scheduled activities and presentations and risk 

management, budget, fundraising, work organization, team, and communication.  

 

The Board members are:  

• Arthur van Schendel, chairman, appointed in May 2017, re-appointed September 2021 

• Naïma Bouchtaoui, secretary, appointed in October 2018, re-appointed January 2023 

• Geert-Jaap Welsing, treasurer, appointed in September 2019 

• Krit Zeegers, board member, appointed in September 2019 

 

The work organization 

During 2022, the work organization consisted of Arnout van Krimpen. Thomas van Dun assisted in 

Buenos Aires and Sydney, Paul Disbergen assisted in Mozambique, Luxemburg, Poland and Taiwan 

 

The work organization focused primarily on realizing presentations, photo shoots, and fundraising. 

This year was extra challenging due to the ever-changing Covid situations that meant plans had to be 

adjusted and refinanced each time. A large amount of time was invested into unrealized or not yet 

realized presentations and partnerships.  

 

Partners 

Since the foundation was set up, there has been close collaboration with the Amsterdam Museum, 

COC Amsterdam, the Municipality of Amsterdam, and especially the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This 

successful collaboration was continued in 2022. We are grateful for this continuing support of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the active role of the Embassies of the Netherlands. 

 

 

Financial   

 
Financial Statement 2022 

For the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, the 2022 financial year ended with a very small and 

very acceptable negative result. As a Foundation we have no profit motive. Our financial goal is to be 

able to facilitate our activities for many years. This goal was achieved again in 2022. 

 

In the large increase in both direct income and expenses, we see that, fortunately, many more activities 

were possible again in 2022 than in the previous years. The other costs have increased slightly 

compared to 2021. Some of these involved costs to maintain the artwork. Because there were more 

events, organizational costs increased as well. In addition, life has become more expensive for 

everyone, including our Foundation. 

 

We are financially in a good condition. We can be confident that with the current policy we will be able 

to continue to finance activities that match our objectives in the coming years. 
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Balance Sheet in € 

 

Assets 31-12-

2020 

31-12-

2021 

31-12-

2022 

Liabilities 31-12-

2020 

31-12-

2021 

31-12-

2022 

Debts 

 

 

 

Other 

Receivables 

 

 

Liquid 

Assets 

 

0 

 

 

 

0 

 

 

 

20,818 

292 

 

 

 

0 

 

 

 

30,864 

3000 

 

 

 

0 

 

 

 

15,679 

Equity: 

General 

Reserve 

 

Destination 

Reserve 

Documentary 

 

Other debts 

and accruals 

 

 

8,818 

 

 

 

12,000 

 

 

 

0 

6,989 

 

 

 

12,000 

 

 

 

12,167 

6,222 

 

 

 

11,457 

 

 

 

1,000 

Total 20,818 31,156 18,679  20,818 31,156 18,679 

 

 

Statement of Income and Expenses in € 

 

Expenses 

 

2020 2021 2022 Income 2020 2021 2022 

Missions and 

Activities: 

Direct 

expenses 

Other activity 

costs 

Conversation 

artwork 

Organizational 

costs 

Communication 

costs 

Bank charges 

 

 

 

7,957 

 

9,785 

 

0 

 

265 

 

1,322 

 

394 

 

 

26,893 

 

2,500 

 

62 

 

96 

 

1,204 

 

396 

 

 

57,619 

 

3,250 

 

641 

 

311 

 

1,339 

 

496 

Missions and 

Activities: 

Subsidies/ Direct 

Income 

Other income/ 

donations 

 

 

 

 

8,868 

 

4,582 

 

 

29,029 

 

292 

 

 

62,889 

 

-250 

Total 19,723 31,151 63,656  13,450 29,321 62,639 

 -6,273 -1,830 -1,017     

 

 
ANBI status 

The foundation is recognized by the Tax Authorities as an ANBI entity (Algemeen Nut Beogende 

Instelling or Public Benefit Organization). Donations to the foundation are, therefore, tax deductible.  
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Outlook 2023 

 

the year 2022 thus turned out to have been a hugely successful year where, by constantly shifting 

gears quickly and improvising, a lot proved possible worldwide. 

The outlook for 2023 is good but there is still a lot of uncertainty. The covid crisis is still working 

through making long-term planning difficult. 

 

In conclusion 
The board thanks the four creatives, the Amsterdam Museum, COC Amsterdam, and their staff, and 

the ARDF staff for their efforts to keep the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress alive. The board also wants to 

thank the grant providers, sponsors, private donors, and other partners for their generous 

contributions and for making the international presentations possible.  

 

The Covid crisis and the war in Ukraine has worldwide effects and have negatively impacted on 

the position of LGBTI+ people around the world. On an almost daily basis, the Foundation 

receives reports about the difficulties LGBTI + people and communities are facing worldwide.  

 

In many countries, the position of LGBTQI people is deteriorating. Even in countries where it is 

not prohibited by law. This is particularly true for trans people. With a ferocity that has not been 

there for a long time, human rights are being eroded.  

 

Therefore, an urgent need remains to bring their precarious position to the attention of a wider 

audience and to empower and support LGBTI+ refugees. The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 

Foundation intends to continue its activities to raise awareness for this situation; the Foundation 

will, therefore, continue its activities in the coming years. 

 
5 July 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


