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Introduction 

 

In 2021, the consequences of the ongoing Covid pandemic determined the activities - or lack of 

activities - of the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation during this year. Both International travel 

and gatherings of people was impossible for what seemed like an indefinite period, and this is the 

core of our work. 

 

Despite this difficulty and ongoing uncertainty, it turned out to be possible to hold some very 

interesting and effective lastminute presentations. In this Annual Report, we report on this in a 

compact way. We would like to refer to the more in-depth the Annual Reports of 2016-2018, 2019 

and 2020 for the origins and organization of the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress and the Amsterdam 

Rainbow Dress Foundation.  

 

Highlights of 2021 that focused a lot of attention on our message 

• H.R.H. Crown Princess Mary of Denmark, Patron of World Pride Copenhagen, graced the 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress with a visit. 

• For our presence at WorldPride, The Netherlands Human Rights Ambassador Bahia Tahzib-

Lie made an announcement video in which she wore the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2ucThz-A3I 

• Icesis Couture modelled the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress in the National Gallery of Canada. 

She became the winner of very popular contest Canada’s Drag Race 2021. 

• The exhibition Maison Amsterdam made from the collection of the Amsterdam Museum and 

shown at De Nieuwe Kerk, presented the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress as eyecatcher and 

frequently used the Dress as the main image in its publicity. The exhibition attracted more 

than 65.000 visitors despite the lockdown period. 
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The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 
www.amsterdamrainbowdress.com  

info@amsterdamrainbowdress.com – Ruysdaelkade 11bv, NL-1072 AG Amsterdam 

ANBI status: The foundation is recognized by the Tax Authorities as an ANBI entity (Algemeen Nut Beogende Instelling or 

Public Benefit Organization). Donations to the foundation are, therefore, tax deductible. Chamber of Commerce #68716540 

The Objectives of the Foundation 
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The foundation was established on May 11, 2017. 

 

The statutory objectives of the foundation 

1. “The objective of the foundation is: 

1. to generate attention for the position of Lesbians, Homosexuals, Bisexuals, and Transgenders 

(hereinafter: “LGBTI+ people1”) through (international) presentations of the artwork the 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress in countries where LGBTI+ people are prohibited by law; to improve 

the position of LGBT+ people; and to combat discrimination, with public presentations of the 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress in Amsterdam organized in collaboration with COC Amsterdam; 

 

2. to generate attention for the position of LGBTI+ refugees in the places where the 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress is presented; 

 

3. to present, maintain, update, and archive the use of the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress that is 

presented to the Amsterdam Museum / Municipality of Amsterdam by COC Amsterdam and 

artists / designers Arnout van Krimpen, Jochem Kaan, Oeri van Woezik, and Mattijs van Bergen 

– in collaboration with the Amsterdam Museum; 

 

4. and everything that belongs to it, is related to it or can be beneficial to it, in the 

broadest sense. 

 

2. The foundation explicitly does not aim to make a profit. 

 

3. The following is excluded from the goal: making payments to those who are part of the bodies of 

the foundation. 

 

4. The objectives must be implemented in such a way that the foundation complies with the laws 

and regulations with regard to public benefit organizations within the meaning of the General 

Government Tax Act or a scheme that has taken its place.” 

 

  

 
1 ARDF follows the abbreviation of ILGA Europe in this report and means inclusion of all. 



 4 

Activities 

 

In the past year, the COVID19 pandemic has had again a major impact on the activities of the 

Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation.  

 

Presentations 2021 

The year started with a very bleak outlook because it was impossible to travel. As soon as an 

opportunity arose, we acted as quick and flexible as possible. In the end, this resulted in more 

presentations materializing than we had expected.  

 

• August (14 – 20) Copenhagen and Malmö during World Pride @Copenhagen City Hall and  

Human Rights Conference at Malmö Convention Center.  

In August 2021, the ARD was part of the World Pride in Copenhagen and Malmö. 

In collaboration and with financial support from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the ARD was 

presented at Copenhagen City Hall and at the Human Rights Conference in Malmö. 

 

For our presence at WorldPride, Human Rights Ambassador Bahia Tahzib-Lie made an 

announcement video in which she wore the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2ucThz-A3I 

 

After an opening reception organized by the Dutch embassy in Copenhagen, the ARD was 

on display for 4 days in the central hall of Copenhagen City Hall. During the opening 

reception, organized by the Copenhagen City Council in the presence of Her Royal Highness 

Crown Princess Mary of Denmark (Patron of World Pride), the ARD was part of the program. 

  
Crown Princess Mary of Denmark graced the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress with a visit during the main reception at 

Copenhagen City Hall. The Crown Princess was the Patroness of World Pride. 
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At the central hall of Copenhagens City Hall 

 

 
During the 4 days that the ARD was exhibited, Arnout van Krimpen participated in the Human Rights conference in 

Copenhagen. Subsequently, the ARD was exhibited in Malmö-Sweden for two days, where a conference was 

organized about and with LGBTIQ+ refugees. This photograph shows Arnout van Krimpen speaking at the Human 

Rights Conference at Malmö Convention Center with the Malmö Art Photography prepared in 2020.  
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• September (18) Upsala, Sweden, Upsala Pride digital.  

On September 18, the ARD was presented in Uppsala – Sweden for the recording of the 

digital version of Uppsala Pride. 

 

In addition to a presentation of the ARD by the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, Key 

Note Speaker of the Pride, transwoman Purity Page was also featured wearing the ARD. With 

the ARD on she told the story of her flight from Uganda, via Kenya to Sweden 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=657149718594221 

 

   
 

• September – April 2022, Amsterdam, De Nieuwe Kerk / Amsterdam Fashion exhibition 

Museum Maison Amsterdam.  

From September 2021 to April 2022, the ARD was part of the major fashion exhibition 

Maison Amsterdam in the Nieuwe Kerk in Amsterdam. The exhibition’s theme combined 

three main topics: the city, fashion and freedom.  

 

In the run-up to the opening of the exhibition, the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 

told/trained groups of secondary school teachers about the ARD. The training also included 

suggestions on how the story of the ARD can be used in social studies or citizenship classes. 

 

Despite a lockdown from December to February, the exhibition, with the ARD as an eye-

catcher, attracted 65,000 visitors. 
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 There was a lot of publicity surrounding the exhibition in which the ARD was often used as the main image. 
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• December (5 – 11) Ottawa (5 – 8) & Toronto (9 – 11) Canada International Human Rights Day 

 

In the week around 10 December 2020, the ARD was a guest in Canada. At the invitation of 

the Dutch embassy in Ottawa, the ARD was presented and photographed in Ottawa and 

Toronto. The program consisted of several photo shoots, two large receptions, press 

moments and round table discussions with the local LGBTIQ2S+ community 

 

In Ottawa, we spoke to members of the local community at the embassy and photographed 

the ARD at the Canadian Museum of History with Alicia Kazobinka as a model. For all photo 

shoots we worked together with photographer/activist Adam Zivo.  

 

 
ãimage Adam Zivo – model Alicia Kazobinka @Canadian Museum of History ãAmsterdam Rainbow Dress 

Foundation 2021 
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We also photographed the ARD with the winner of Canada's 2021 Drag Race, Icesis Couture 

at the National Gallery of Canada. 

Thanks in part to the win of Icesis Couture in the second season of Canada’s Drag Race, we 

were able to garner a lot of publicity. Television and radio, as well as online and print media 

featured the ARD. 

 
 ã image Adam Zivo – model Icesis Couture @National Gallery of Canada  

ã Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2021 

 

 
ã Icesis Couture - Instagram 20 December 2021 ã image Adam Zivo 2021 – model Icesis Couture –  

ã Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2021 
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ã Icesis Couture – Instagram 20 December 2021, ã image Adam Zivo – model Icesis Couture @National Gallery of 

Canada – ãAmsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2021 

 
In Ottawa, the ARD reception was hosted by Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson. A guest list was 

compiled in collaboration with the Dutch embassy, which consisted of political leaders 

including Harjit S. Sajjan, Canadian minister of international development and various 

senators, as well as diplomats and community activists. 
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The second part of our visit to Canada was in Toronto where, in addition to a photo shoot 

with Myles Sexton (LHBTIQ2S+ activist) in the CN Tower, a reception was organized around 

the ARD. During the reception in Toronto, Marci Ien, minister for women, gender equality 

and youth, was a (digital) guest, holding a speech about the importance of LGBTIQ2S+ rights 

and emancipation. 
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Art Photography 

The ongoing Art Photography project was expanded with photo opportunities in Luxembourg and 

Canada. The collection exists now of more than 32 photographs and is growing. These Art 

Photographs help to bring the message across more strongly to a wider audience.  

 

Luxembourg  

At the end of June 2021, we were in Luxembourg for three days at the invitation of the Luxembourg 

Pride organization to photograph the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress. In July 2022, the ARD will be 

presented during Luxembourg Pride in Esch-sur-Alzette, which will also be the European Capital of 

Culture at that time. During the shoots, Esch2022. Edsun (Luxembourg Queer artist. 

http://www.edsunmusic.com/) was the model and he will open the Luxembourg Pride in 2022, 

singing while wearing the ARD. The promotional photos with the ARD for Luxembourg Pride and 

Esch2022 were shot by Luxembourg photographer Pit Reding. 

 

 
Photographer Pit Riding at work 
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@ image Pitt Reding– model Edsun – Berval, Luxembourg - ã Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, 2021 

 

 
ã image Pit Riding – model Edsun – Place de L’Europe, European convention Center, Luxemburg – ã Amsterdam Rainbow 

Dress Foundation, 2021 
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ã image Pitt Riding – model Edsun – Luxemburg – ã Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 2021 
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Canada – Ottawa 

At the invitation of the Dutch embassy in Ottawa, the ARD presented and photographed in Ottawa 

and Toronto. For all photo shoots we worked together with photographer/activist Adam Zivo. 

 

 
ã image Adam Zico – model Alicia Kazobinka @ Canadian Museum of History, Ottawa - ã Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 

Foundation 2021 
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@ image Adam Zivo– model Icesis Couture @National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa - Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation 

2021 

 



 18 

 
@ image Adam Zivo – model Icesis Couture @National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa – Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 

Foundation 2021 
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Canada – Toronto 
 

 
ã image Adam Zivo – model xx – @ CN Tower – ã Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, 2021  
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ã image Brian Medina – model Myles Sexton – @ CN Tower – ã Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation, 2021  

 

 

Board, team, and partners 
 

Board 

The Board held two board meetings in 2021 via Zoom. In between the meetings, the board kept in 

regular contact via mail and phone. The topics that were discussed during the meetings were: the 

consequences of the Covid pandemic for the scheduled activities and presentations and risk 

management, budget, fundraising, work organization, team, and communication.  

 

The Board members are:  

• Arthur van Schendel, chairman, appointed in May 2017, re-appointed September 2021 

• Naïma Bouchtaoui, secretary, appointed in October 2018 

• Geert-Jaap Welsing, treasurer, appointed in September 2019 

• Krit Zeegers, board member, appointed in September 2019 

 

The work organization 

During 2021, the work organization consisted of Arnout van Krimpen and for some time Mattijs van 

Bergen again. Robin Oudheusden volunteered to help with digital communication. Thomas van Dun 

assisted in Canada, Paul Disbergen assisted in Luxemburg 

 

The work organization focused primarily on realizing presentations, photo shoots, and fundraising. A 

large amount of time was invested into unrealized presentations and partnerships. In addition, plans 

to improve communication and fundraising were initiated. 

 

Partners 

Since the foundation was set up, there has been close collaboration with the Amsterdam Museum, 

COC Amsterdam, the Municipality of Amsterdam, and especially the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This 

successful collaboration was continued in 2021.  
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Financial  
 

The 2021 financial year ended with a slightly negative result for the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress 

Foundation. Despite the pandemic, it was still possible to develop several activities during 2021. The 

costs of these activities were almost completely covered by the income. 

Thanks to the savings initiated in 2020, other costs remained justifiably low in 2021. With our financial 

policy of the past two years, we have ensured ourselves as much as possible that we can continue to 

achieve the goals of the ARDF in the coming years, even in a (not only) financially uncertain world. 

 

As of 12/31/2020, the capital of the foundation is divided into a special-purpose reserve for making a 

documentary and a general reserve that can be used for all the foundation's pursuits, as it was as of 

12/31/2019. 

 
Balance Sheet in € 

Assets 2019 2020 2021 Liabilities 2019 2020 2021 

Debts 

 

 

Other 

Receivables 

 

 

Liquid Assets 

 

4,464 

 

 

 

0 

 

 

27,092 

0 

 

 

 

0 

 

 

20,818 

292 

 

 

 

0 

 

 

30,864 

Equity: 

General Reserve 

 

Destination 

Reserve 

Documentary 

 

Other debts and 

accruals 

 

19,556 

 

 

 

12,000 

 

 

0 

 

8,818 

 

 

 

12,000 

 

 

0 

 

6,989 

 

 

 

12,000 

 

 

12,167 

Total 31,556 20,818 31,156  31,556 20,818 31,156 

 

Statement of Income and Expenses in € 
Expenses 2019 2020 2021 Income 2019 2020 2021 

Missions and 

Activities: 

Direct expenses 

Other activity costs 

 

Conservation artwork 

 

Organization costs 

 

Communication costs 

 

Bank charges 

 

 

11,988 

10,300 

 

2,743 

 

2,149 

 

6,158 

 

97 

 

 

7,957 

9,785 

 

0 

 

265 

 

1,322 

 

394 

 

 

26,893 

2,500 

 

62 

 

96 

 

1,204 

 

396 

Missions and 

Activities: 

Subsidies/ 

Direct income 

 

Other income/ 

donations 

 

 

 

 

 

15,265 

 

 

35,000 

 

 

 

8,868 

 

 

4,582 

 

 

 

29,029 

 

 

292 

Total 33,435 19,723 31,151  50,265 13,450 29,321 

Financial Annual result 16,830 -6,273 -1,830     

 

 

ANBI status 

The foundation is recognized by the Tax Authorities as an ANBI entity (Algemeen Nut Beogende 

Instelling or Public Benefit Organization). Donations to the foundation are, therefore, tax deductible.  
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Outlook 2022 

 

Due to continuing lockdowns at the beginning of the year, it was very unclear what the options for 

live presentations and Art Photography could be in 2022. We were looking forward to Euro Pride in 

Esch in Luxemburg. And we were in regular contact with many possible presentation partners all over 

the world preparing for better times. 

 

In conclusion 
The board thanks the four creatives, the Amsterdam Museum, COC Amsterdam, and their staff, and 

the ARDF staff for their efforts to keep the Amsterdam Rainbow Dress alive. The board also wants to 

thank the grant providers, sponsors, private donors, and other partners for their generous 

contributions and for making the international presentations possible.  

 

The Covid crisis has negatively impacted on the position of LGBTI+ people around the world. 

On an almost daily basis, the Foundation receives reports about the difficulties LGBTI + people 

and communities are facing worldwide. Therefore, an urgent need remains to bring their 

precarious position to the attention of a wider audience and to empower and support LGBTI+ 

refugees. The Amsterdam Rainbow Dress Foundation intends to continue its activities to raise 

awareness for this situation; the Foundation will, therefore, continue its activities in the coming 

years. 

 
21 July 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


